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think him so well adapted to the profession he is enter-
ing on and so promising in every respect. It is im-
possible to see a finer boy in disposition and spirit; and
I have no doubt of his turning out well, barring mis-
fortunes which must be barred in every line of life.'

The nezt letter recorded the journey to Sheerness,
and William's instalment there in the midshipman's
cockpit, 'seeing nothing formidable in being thus
shoved off alone into the ocean.' 'But,' wrote his
father, * he was not without feelings of another kind.
When Captain Winthrop was going to retire on
Wednesday evening, I said to William, " Now, William,
there is your new master, your new father, and you
must honour and obey him accordingly." Captain
Winthrop was going out of the room as I said this;
and, the moment he had shut the door, William crept
close to me, and said," Papa, he may be my new master
if you please, but not my father. I don't want to
change fathers." This came quite feelingly, though
very naturally from him.'

'April 12.

I now knowx with certainty that negotiations have
been carrying on amongst the Parliamentary leaders for
some change in the Ministry. Lord Melville was the
author of these measures. He wishes to come into office;
but is desirous of having Pitt with him, or, at least,

1 On March 21 Lord Minto had written that Lord Melville was gone
to "Walmer to see Mr. Pitt, but with what precise objects he was not
informed.